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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


SYMPOSIUM ON MEDICAL SUBJECT HEADINGS 


Under the auspices of the Army Medical Library, a two-day 
symposium on medical subject headings was held in Washington on 
December 12 and 13, 1947. Participating members included rep- 
resentatives of the American Medical Association, the American 
Dental Association, the American Library Association, the Special 
Libraries Association, the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the 
New York Academy of Medicine, the Welch Medical Library (Johns 
Hopkins) , the College of Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia), the 
National Research Council, the National Institute of Health, the 


Library of Congress, Science and Technology Project (Library of 
Congress) , Williams College Library, and the Army Medical Library. 


Papers presented included: 


Introduction to the Problem of Medical Subject Headings 
Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Welch Medical Library 


Let’s Get Down to Fundamentals 
Mr. David Haykin, Library of Congress 


Critical Review of Existing Lists of Medical Subject Heading 
Lists 


Miss Janet Doe, The New York Academy of Medicine 


New Terminology and the Index-Catalogue 
Dr. Claudius F. Mayer, Army Medical Library 


Practical or Service Aspects of Medical Subject Headings 


Miss Estelle Brodman, Library of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Columbia University 
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PERSONNEL VACANCIES 
There are now 17 vacancies in the staff of the Army Medical 


Library, as the result of the recent increase in its personnel ceiling, | 


Of this number 10 positions are allocated to the professional grades, 
ranging from P-1 through P-3 ($2,644.80 to $4,149.60). 


While all positions in the Army Medical Library are under | 


Civil Service, because of the unusual language difficulties encoun- 
tered in this Library the Civil Service Commission has authorized 
direct recruiting to fill certain P-2 and P-3 vacancies in the Catalog 
Division. 

The Library will be very glad to receive applications on Stand- 
ard Form No. 57 from interested librarians. 


LETTERMAN EXHIBIT 


Jonathan Letterman, the medical officer who revolutionized the 
system of care of the wounded, is the subject of a second exhibit at 


the Army Medical Library in the series Famous Men of Army Medi- | 


cine. 


Letterman is considered by many to be the greatest name in | 


military medicine. His plan—the ambulance corps, the method of 
supply, and the field hospital system—was thoroughly tested and 
proved in the Civil War when he was Medical Director of the Army 
of the Potomac. It has since then been the model of armies all over 
the world and has remained the basic structure of military medical 


care through World War II. 


Interesting items are Letterman’s book ‘“‘Medical Recollections 
of the Army of the Potomac”, published in New York in 1866, and 
charts showing the modern adaptations of his plan on D-Day and 
on VE-Day, “Evacuation in the European Theater of Operations”. 


CONSULTANT IN ORIENTALIA 


Dr. Ilza Veith has been appointed consultant to the Army 
Medical Library to work in the field of oriental medicine. Dr. 
Veith received her Ph. D. in the History of Medicine from Johns 
Hopkins University. She has published a number of articles dealing 
with historical and medico-historical problems of the Far East. 

Her work at the Library will include surveying the present 
holdings in oriental medicine and making recommendations for pur- 
chase, and assisting in reference problems and in cataloging the back- 
log collection. 
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AML CLEVELAND ACTIVITIES 


Dr. Herbert M. Evans, Professor of Anatomy, Director of the 
Institute of Experimental Biology of the University of California, 
and Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, paid a visit 
to the History of Medicine Division recently. Dr. Evans came to 
Cleveland to deliver the Annual Lower Lecture of the Academy of 
Medicine on Friday, November 21, 1947. The subject of his lecture 
was “The Internal Secretions of the Pituitary Body.” 


The Professional Men’s Club of Cleveland showed a keen inter- 
est in old and rare books when they visited the History of Medicine 
Division on the evening of December 17. Dr. Dorothy Schullian 
talked to the group about the Army Medical Library and showed 
them some of the Library’s most interesting books. Dr. Howard 
Dittrick, a charter member of the club and an Honorary Consultant 
to the Army Medical Library, also talked to the members of the 
organization and conducted them through the Howard Dittrick 
Museum of Historical Medicine, which adjoins the History of 
Medicine Division. 

Just off the press is the book Music and Medicine, edited by Dr. 
Dorothy M. Schullian, Curator of Rare Books at the History of 
Medicine Division, with the cooperation of Dr. Max Schoen, Profes- 
sor and Head of the Department of Education and Psychology at 
the Carnegie Institute of Technology. The book, published by 
Henry Schuman, Inc., January 1948, is composed of 16 essays 
written by various authorities in the field, and traces the history of 
musical therapy from primitive times down to the modern era. 
Some of the essays also discuss the ever-increasing use of music in 
industry and its effect in creating happier working conditions. Of 
especial interest to the Army Medical Library is the essay “Men Who 
Have Loved Music”, by Fielding H. Garrison, who was associated 
with the Library for nearly forty years. Included in the book is a 
64-page bibliography of special references in the field of music and 
medicine. 

Dr. Max H. Fisch’s book NICOLAUS POL DOCTOR 1494 
was enthusiastically reviewed by Lawrence C. Wroth in his “Notes 
for Bibliophiles”, New York Herald Tribune Weekly Book Review, 
November 9, 1947. 


FEDERAL LIBRARY PROGRAMS 


____ At the annual Conference of Eastern College. Librarians, held 
in New York on November 29, Mr. Scott Adams, Acting Librarian 
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of the Army Medical Library, discussed with Mr. Verner W. Clapp, 
Chief Assistant Librarian of the Library of Congress, and Mr. Ralph 
Shaw, Librarian of the Department of Agriculture, the programs 
of the federal libraries for cooperation with the research libraries of 
the nation. 


ACQUISITIONS 


Among noteworthy new serials recently received were: 

Revista panamericana de medicina y cirugia del torax. 

Mexico. No. 1, 1947. 

Pavlov institute of the evolutionary physiology and pathology of 
the higher nervous activity. Transactions. Vol. 1, 1947, 
(Russian text). 

Weiner Beitrage zur Pathologie und pathologischen Anatomie. 
Wien. Band 1, 1947. 

Zeitschrift fur Vitamin—Hormon—und Fermentforschung, hrsg, 
von Emil Abderhalden. Wien. Band 1, 1947. 


VISITORS 


Recent visitors include: 
Dr. P. K. Koh, Dean of the Medical College, Taegu, Korea. 
. I. S. Yun, Dean of the Graduate School, Seoul National Uni- 
versity, Seoul, Korea. 
Dr. Muzoffer Senyurek, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, 
University of Ankara, Ankara, Turkey. 
. George Camp, Medical School of Cadiz, Spain. 
Mr. H. Penaw, Research Director, Paris, France. 
. H. A. Signedson, Winnipeg, Canada. 
Dr. P. Bertholle, Paris, France. 
. Renee Huffer, Paris, France. 


AML CHRISTMAS PARTIES 


The Historical Division celebrated the yuletide with an after- 
noon party at the Pentagon on December 23. Other divisions of 
the Library enjoyed a luncheon party in Library Hall on Decem- 
ber 24. 
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THE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF THE ARMY MEDICAL 
LIBRARY EXTEND HEARTY NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
TO THE READERS OF THE ARMY MEDICAL 
LIBRARY NEWS. 








